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    Meeting or Event Report

	Name of Meeting:


	Asthma UK Achievements in the North West Hotspots

	LINk Member Name:
	Olwen Fish

	Date, time and venue of meeting:
	15th November 2011 Midland Hotel; 6.30-9.30 pm

	Purpose or subject of meeting:


	To update on achievements and focus on reducing deaths by providing more training especially for teachers.

	Description of what happened at the meeting: (continue overleaf if necessary)
A representative from Asthma UK gave a presentation. There are over 5 million asthma sufferers in the UK, 25% of these are in the North West with Oldham being one of the three hotspots for emergency hospital admissions. Deaths from asthma are also on the increase, there are over 1200 deaths a year with 90% of the deaths avoidable. Many of them are young children.
2 Asthma UK members told their own stories. The first was a father who told the very sad story of his young son who had an asthma attack at school. The teacher did not realise how serious it was until he could hardly breathe so she phoned the boy’s mother who was at the school in less than five minutes but by this time the boy was blue in the face and the teacher had not sent for an ambulance. As the hospital was not far away the mother lifted him in the car and drove him there. Although the medical team did all they could, the boy died. Sadly these sad stories are on the increase. 
Another man told his own story. He was diagnosed with asthma at the age of 21 and used inhalers but did not always remember to take an inhaler with him every time he went out. One day he was out when he had an asthma attack. His breathing was getting more difficult but fortunately there was a pharmacy close by so he managed to get it and alert the staff who acted promptly by getting the reliever inhaler to him through a device that gets into the lungs quickly. He was soon feeling much better and very grateful, but was shocked when the pharmacist told him he would have to pay £78
For the inhaler. An Asthma UK representative concluded with some of their achievements and plans for more training for teachers and staff in places of employment. 
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	...Description of what happened at the meeting:



	Explanation of how the meeting contributes to the work of Oldham LINk



	Actions/implications for Oldham LINk



	Signed


	Olwen Fish

	Date


	16th November 2011


